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Trump blames the latest freeze on immigrant work visas on the
pandemic. Immigration attorneys say the ban is just another step
towards long-term, restrictive policies.
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President Donald Trump signs the so-called 'Buy American, Hire American' executive order on April 18, 2017,
during a visit to Snap-on Inc. in Kenosha, Wis. Milwaukee Journal Sentinel/Mark Hoffman via Getty Images

The Trump administration on Monday extended a ban on green cards and issued a

new freeze on work visas that will both last until the end of the year, citing the need to

protect American workers at a time when the coronavirus pandemic has led to record

unemployment. 

However, several immigration lawyers say that freezes will have little a�ect on the

current labor market, given that the ban only a�ects people currently overseas who are

seeking a visa — people likely to face travel restrictions due to the pandemic anyway.

However, those experts say that the suspensions do signal a shift to more generally

restrictive policy that could have deep, long-term impacts. 

The Trump administration has issued a ban on work visas and extended a ban on
green cards until the end of the year, with o�cials arguing it would prevent
immigrants from taking Americans' jobs during an economic crisis.

Immigration lawyers say that it's just the latest step in the administration's ongoing
e�orts to limit legal, work-based immigration.

The impacts of the current ban may be minimal due to ongoing travel restrictions
because of the pandemic, they argue, but could lead to deep, long term impacts on
immigration and the economy. 

One lawyer said the move to ban green cards on the premise that it will help US
workers is particularly concerning.

Others said this further discourages foreign workers from coming to the US, which
has already been happening as more skilled workers opt to go to countries like
Canada and Austrailia. 

Click here to read more BI Prime stories.
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"The administration has made no bones about it's policy vis-a-vis immigration," Reaz

Jafri, an immigration attorney at Withers Worldwide, told Business Insider.

Even before the pandemic, Trump had been targeting various skilled worker visas in

ways that have made it more di�cult for companies to hire people through them. Over

the last few years, his administration has more heavily scrutinized applications,

denied a record number of visas, and has faced complaints about inconsistent and

incorrect decisions, ignoring evidence, and misapplying the law, according to a report

from Mother Jones. 

Many visa cases now get stalled by "requests for evidence" which ask for additional

documents and can take months to resolve, and often result in denials. 

The administration's latest order places a freeze on several worker visa types,

including the H-1B visa, which tech companies in particular rely on to hire engineering

talent from around the world. They say that the H-1B program helps maintain Silicon

Valley's competitive edge in an increasingly global market. A handful of companies

quickly spoke out against the new bans.

This new order also bans new green cards applicants, which Withers Worldwide's Jafri

said shows him that it's not just about keeping jobs available for Americans.

"That I �nd a bit distressing," he said, "Because the administration's argument was

that that's going to a�ect US workers."

While the administration is arguing that barring new green cards until the end of the

year will help American workers, Jafri says that it actually will only a�ects a relatively

small percentage of potential workers, and mostly just those who have family in the

US. It's hard to see the argument for how it will help US workers �nd employment, he

said.
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The latest order has also created confusion for companies in the process of hiring

those with work visas, or sponsoring green cards for current employees already in the

US, because of how vague some of the language in the order is, said Sharon Barney, an

immigration lawyer at Leech Tishman.

H-1B workers that are aren't a�ected by this order may also be concerned about

keeping their visas and jobs. Additionally, some vague language in the order seems to

suggest that the green card process for people whose employers have already started

the application could be more heavily scrutinized, she said.

Barney said she's expecting a lot of calls and emails from concerned clients this week

as they try to understand how this new order may impact them. 

Sandra Feist, an attorney at Grell Feist, said that although the current administration

often talks about wanting to curb undocumented immigration and claims to support

work visas and immigrant visas, these actions tell a di�erent story. 

"When they make moves like that, that are going to the heart of high-skilled

immigration — it's very clear that all they want is less immigrants," Feist said. "And

that this is driven by an ideology that is not rooted in economic policy." 

This ban and other past moves also discourage foreign workers and immigrants from

coming to the US, and in many ways the damage is already done, Feist added.

Countries like Canada and Australia have touted their less restrictive and faster

immigration policies and many skilled workers have opted to go there instead. 

"I have long thought that the long-term impacts of this presidency is going to be that

talented professionals from around the world are going to move to other countries,"

Feist said, "And we've already seen that."

Are you a�ected by the new work visa ban? Got a tip? Contact this reporter via
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email at pzaveri@businessinsider.com or Signal at 925-364-4258. (PR pitches by email

only, please.) You can also contact Business Insider securely via SecureDrop.
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