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What's next for cannabis law in 2022? Lawyers in and around the industry offer their predictions. 
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Welcome back to Higher Law, our weekly briefing on all things cannabis. I’m Cheryl Miller, 
reporting for Law.com from Sacramento. 
This week we’re looking at: 

 Predictions for 2022. 
 Bressler, Amery & Ross‘ cannabis law practice addition. 
 New York towns just saying ‘no’ to marijuana sales. 
 Europe’s first country to legalize adult-use cannabis. 

 

Higher Law will be taking a break for two weeks. We’ll return on Jan. 6. Thank you for patiently 
answering my questions, passing along story ideas and giving me insight into the evolving world of 
cannabis law in 2021. I look forward to continuing the work in 2022. You can contact me 
at cmiller@alm.com. and call me at 916.448.2935. Follow me on Twitter @capitalaccounts. 
 

 

2022: What’s Next for Cannabis Law 
Looking back, 2021 started out as a year of promise for the cannabis industry and the lawyers who 
serve it. More states enacted marijuana-use regulations. The federal government seemed poised to 
act on minor, if not wholesale, reforms to prohibition. Law firms everywhere touted new, or maybe 
just unmasked, cannabis practices. 



But as the new year approaches, problems continue to plague states trying to figure out how to fairly 
distribute licenses and ensure that residents hurt by the war on drugs get a share of the economic 
pie. Courts have blocked efforts to launch new markets. And Congress still has not passed 
legislation to increase banking services to a cash-dependent marijuana industry despite bipartisan 
support for the idea. 
 
Amid this mixed-bag of news, we asked lawyers for their predictions on what will happen in the 
cannabis industry in 2022. Here are their responses, some edited for length and clarity. 
 
Holland & Hart partner Rachel Gillette: “Mired in divisive politicking, Congress will sit on its hands 
as far as federal cannabis reform, while more states legalize, more localities decriminalize. 
Meanwhile, the cannabis industry will continue to grow, largely underbanked, and unfairly taxed. We 
will also see more countries addressing cannabis legalization and decriminalization internationally. In 
November, hope for federal cannabis law reform will become a greater possibility with changes in 
leadership on the horizon.” 
 
Michael Sampson, Leech Tishman partner: “In 2022, I expect that the cannabis industry will 
continue to innovate and look for ways to integrate technology deeper into business. With innovation 
comes risk, though, As such, in 2022 and beyond, cannabis-related businesses also will need to 
think even more about cyber security, cyber insurance, and cyber best practices.” 
 
Whitt Steineker, partner, Bradley Arant Boult Cummings: “While cannabis policy remains largely 
unchanged at the federal level, the Deep South continues to be a hotbed of activity with Alabama’s 
medical program coming online and legislation passing in Mississippi, Tennessee, and at least one 
of the Carolinas.” 
 
Marc Adesso, partner, Saul Ewin Arnstein & Lehr: “Without the certainty that full federal 
legalization would provide, the disconnect in the capital markets seen in 2021 will almost certainly 
continue in 2022. Since bulge bracket banks will likely not take on (plant-touching) cannabis clients 
until full federal legalization is achieved, cannabis companies will continue to need to pursue 
alternative capital markets avenues that are largely seen as alternative paths to raising operational 
capital, both on the debt and equity side. I think that SPACs will continue their decline in 2022 (not 
enough large cannabis companies to make them work), and vehicles that provide direct financing to 
cannabis companies like private lenders and REITs will continue to proliferate in 2022.” 
 
Akerman partner Jonathan Robbins: “I remain very bullish on the industry for 2022. The passage 
of financial reform will provide cannabis companies with access to the U.S. capital markets and relief 
from draconian tax laws, both of which will bolster valuations. Debt financing will continue to improve 
rather than equity financing, and money will become cheaper for the industry. With respect to 
Florida, despite legislative efforts and voter initiatives, I don’t see adult-use as a reality for 2022. 
That said, we do expect 19 additional licenses to be issued this year, the  result of which will be 
greater competition and therefore medicine that is more widely available and affordable to Florida 
patients.” 
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Duane Morris partner Seth Goldberg: “Cannabis beverages are going to have a breakout year—
becoming widely marketed by large and small beverage companies, fueling the involvement of more 
and more beverage companies, and leading to big money deals.” 
 

 
Bressler, Amery & Ross headquarters at 325 Columbia Turnpike in Florham Park. Courtesy photo 

Who Got the Work: 

 
Harrison Kaufman joined Bressler, Amery & Ross’ New York law office as counsel within the 
firm’s real estate and cannabis law practice groups. He represents and advises clients in all aspects 
of commercial real estate transactions, including mortgage origination, financing, leasing, 
partnerships, joint ventures, purchase and sale agreements, loan work-outs and modifications. 
Kaufman is primarily focused on real estate lending, corporate acquisition and development, leases, 
joint ventures, and bankruptcies. He also has expanded his transactional practice into other areas, 
especially the cannabis industry. 
 
Nexsen Pruet filed a breach-of-contract lawsuit in the U.S. District Court for South Carolina on 
behalf of PF Hemp Co. The suit brings claims against Halcyon Technology Holdings for allegedly 
failing to meet terms of a CBD processing contract. Counsel have not yet appeared for the 
defendant. 
 
Former Illinois state senator Toi Hutchinson has been named president and CEO of the Marijuana 
Policy Project. Hutchinson recently served as a senior advisor on cannabis legalization to Illinois 
Gov. J.B. Pritzker. For the past year, Steven Hawkins has led both the Marijuana Policy Project and 
the United States Cannabis Council. He will now focus on his work at the Cannabis Council. 



 

In the Weeds … 
>> Bud Blockers: Over 400 NY Localities Say ‘No’ to Pot Sales – “More than 400 towns and 
villages across New York have opted to block local marijuana dispensaries and consumption 
lounges as a statewide deadline to do so nears, with many officials deciding to stay out of the 
upcoming market until regulators provide more clarity.” [AP] 
>> U.S. Supreme Court Asked to Settle States’ Conflict on Medical Marijuana Insurance 
Reimbursements -  “The U.S. Supreme Court is being asked to settle an emerging dispute on 
whether employers can be forced to reimburse workers for the cost of medical cannabis used to 
treat job-related injuries. To date, state courts have come to differing conclusions on the issue, a 
situation advocates say warrants intervention from the high court.” [Marijuana Moment] 
>> In First for Europe, Malta to Legalize Recreational Marijuana - “The European Union’s 
smallest member will just edge past Luxembourg, which has approved but not yet implemented 
legislation to legalize growing cannabis plants, and Germany, where a new government has pledged 
to legalize marijuana consumption in licensed stores.” [The Washington Post] 
>> Visa Warning Rattles Cannabis Industry – “Visa could begin cracking down on the way many 
cannabis customers use their debit cards to make a purchase and the change could have a 
devastating effect on the cannabis industry.” [Green Market Report] 
>> Rhode Island Company Settles Discrimination Suit After They Wouldn’t Hire a Medical 
Marijuana Patient – “Darlington Fabrics Company has agreed to settle in a discrimination lawsuit 
after a hiring manager told a prospective intern that they would not be able to continue with an 
interview or hire her after she disclosed that she had been a medical marijuana patient for more than 
two years.” [The Boston Globe] 
>> Commentary: Why the SAFE Banking Act Stinks for Marijuana-Related Businesses 
– “Despite lessening criminal/administrative penalties and depository insurance obstacles, the SAFE 
Banking Act fails to put legal cannabis on equal footing with all other legitimate industries or make 
depository accounts and merchant services either available or affordable,” writes Smart Counsel of 
counsel Steve Schain. [The Legal Intelligencer] 



 

On The Calendar 
  
Dec. 17 – Rimon Law and Cannabis Business Executive present the webinar “2022: What to Watch 
for in D.C. and Key Markets.” Rimon partner Jason Klein and Steven Hawkins, president and CEO of 
the U.S. Cannabis Counsel, will lead the discussion.  
Dec. 31 - The end of the year marks the deadline for New York municipalities to opt out of allowing 
cannabis businesses to site within their boundaries. 
 


