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Nexsen Pruet Merges With Charlotte Litigation Firm
By Emma Cueto

Law360 (May 26, 2022, 4:37 PM EDT) -- Carolinas-based firm Nexsen Pruet has merged with Charlotte,
North Carolina, litigation firm Erwin Capitano & Moss PA, with the firm saying that it will shore up their
litigation capabilities in the city, particularly in real estate and construction matters.

 
In total, seven attorneys from Erwin Capitano had joined Nexsen Pruet as of Wednesday, including
managing partner Joe Moss, with an eighth departing for a local Charlotte business firm.

 
Nexsen Pruet managing partner Leighton Lord said that the merger was motivated by client demand for
more litigation capabilities in Charlotte and that the new additions would help bring the firm more up to par
with its transactional strength in the city.

 
"Most of our hiring and growth is client-driven," Lord said. "Their rates and their clients fit in well with ours.
Their pedigree and reputation is very strong. They just fit perfectly with us."

Moss told Law360 Pulse that he and his firm were pleased to join Nexsen Pruet. In recent years, he said,
the firm has received interest from several firms looking to grow in Charlotte, but Nexsen Pruet stood out
both as a firm that already had a presence in the city and one where Erwin Capitano staff already had
professional and personal connections.

 
"Nexsen Pruet is a great firm," he said. "This is a big change for us, but we're very excited and everyone is
happy to be here."

 
The merger is the latest of several between Mid-Law firms and small firms during the month of May,
including another in North Carolina, where Offit Kurman absorbed six-attorney boutique Hagan Barrett
PLLC in Greensboro.

 
Other Mid-Law tie-ups include Leech Tishman Fuscaldo & Lampl LLC's adding 24-attorney New York firm
Robinson Brog Leinwand Greene Genovese & Gluck PC; Bond Schoeneck & King PLLC's combination with
Long Island's Lazer Aptheker Rosella & Yedid PC; and Lane Powell PC's merger with a health care
transaction boutique, The Nathanson Group.

 
According to Lord, the idea for the merger with Erwin Capitano originally came from attorneys within the
firm, and it seemed a logical fit. The firm was highly motivated to grow in Charlotte after hearing from
clients, particularly in construction, that "boots on the ground" in the area were important to them. Nexsen
Pruet originally reached out to Erwin Capitano sometime before the pandemic.

 
After several years of talks, the two firms finalized the combination on Wednesday — though Lord said
client demand is so high that they were exchanging files even before the official merger date. The fact that
the merger was "internally driven" and built out of existing relationships gives him faith that it will be
successful in the long term at a time when bigger players in Charlotte are gobbling up legal talent.

 
Going forward, Lord said the firm hopes to continue growing its Charlotte presence despite the huge
demand for legal talent there and to focus on its specialty of sophisticated middle-market work, rather
than trying to compete with the BigLaw firms that have now become established in Charlotte.

 
"We see Charlotte as bigger than just a banking center," he said. "We've got intellectual property there;
we've got economic development there; now we've got litigation there. Charlotte is a very important center
of the Carolinas."

 
In addition to Moss, the attorneys from Erwin Capitano include four other members — Lex M. Erwin,
Fenton T. Erwin Jr., Matthew M. Holtgrewe and David A. Luzum — and two associates.
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Nexsen Pruet is a Columbia, South Carolina-based firm with seven other offices in North and South
Carolina and one in Austin, Texas. It has about 185 attorneys, according to the most recent Law360
400.

Editing by Vaqas Asghar.
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